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Why? —

/Jl rJer‘Ja 210 pUrchiase al computer, make sure you use it! So
_r computers that languish in; dusty corners of a home
USE 17 9 one has takeni the initiative to actually use them. Too
Alcomputers are bought as status items rather than work tools.
Dor et h|s happen to you. Get the training and assistance
IECE ~sary to make the computer a productive partner and not a
-;_:,..F 2 s erwelght.
derall when, purchasing a computer you have to use a little

~ common sense. Don't let the salesperson talk you into something
you hadn't budgeted for or don't need. If you don't understand what
something is, don't buy it. If the salesperson gets snotty, walk out.
The biggest weapon you have in your arsenal is the ability to walk
away from the deal if it doesn’t meet your needs.

® Good luck and good shopping!
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ROWRWIIIVOUIUSE tne computer? Do you plan tor write papers using
yWorel e r)rocm S5ing seftware, keep photographs, keep track of your
HENGes or blisiness on al spreadsheet, send electronic mail (e-mail)
UOTEIALIVES ac ross the country, surf the World Wide Web, or just
r)Ja\/ r“Omrt er games?

vi r ¢ @w you'll use your computer will help you determine what
-;gr “minimum reguirements the computer needs to have.

--""'



- S

e -- ""lll!\ﬂ_“}*

s llyiINGRaNomeE  cComputer can be'a bit like buying a Car-It's' al major
PUICIESEICECISion. There are many makes and models, and many
PEBPIEAWIIIF ng te) give advice about what to buy and where to buy: it.

To rElE rr Most of your shopplng experience, and sense of the
VElEL/ el cioices facing you, you'll want to do your homework
IEIOIE] eadlng out.

sVhRether buying new or used, know what you want the computer to
== doioeryouand how much you can afford to spend

' Youldon't have to buy the biggest, fastest or most powerful
5“: _ fcomputer on the market, but you should buy the best system you
~ can- that includes monltor microprocessor, memory, hard drive,

keyboard, printer, camera, etc.

~ e You might want to hold off buying any software until you've had a
chance to take a look at the software which should come with your
NEW computer

Buying &
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After \/ou VEmade all'tne decisions about what you want in a
SONPUILES pu lalso can choose what type of model you'd like:
ijr)ror) oK d ktop

Lejgtgelpgidele elsiare portable, and if you travel a lot and need to
orisle) \/Q_Th computer along, this is the obvious choice.

SRIDESKops have larger screens (although you can use a larger screen
--W‘T'FF:‘ ailaptop model) and are easily expandable.

_-— La tﬂps are generally regarded as companion computers to

— _-’désktops but they are sophisticated enough to be your primary

~ computer. There are some laptops, called notebooks, that weigh
less than five pounds.

Lapt S | -u._u[ﬂ[c’.’
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YGUNIEVE tWeroptions WhHeRbtyIng a computer: You can purchase
Yo efdlioigs entilocally or through mail order. They both have
S6Vanta gesy Lifyeu buy fromi a consumer electronics dealer in your
gigapyollcan often get free demonstrations, and you can return to
21514 qu:n,r onsiand buy additional equment Mail order computers
allie gene ally less expensive. If you have questions, you can call the
COITIPE 1y/'s customer service number and speak with a technician on
'rmmc‘- . If you need to return the computer for repairs, you

] 31 ave to shlp it back to the manufacturer (save the original box
= an "packing materials).

== Investlgate both local and mail-order sources and buy from the one
-~ you feel most comfortable with.
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GHCHE: Cachelis anotner type off memory indred tor RAM. Cache is
uswl BYAthE computer o quickly: move data between the RAM and
irje CrUE

CI)=k ’JJJJ" rive: Most new computers now come with a CD-ROM
clrive S standard equipment. A CD-ROM drive reads data from a
aIsE:lihese CDs look like a music CD, but hold data instead of
Music. . CD-ROMs also contain games, dictionaries, recipe files .
e S uhielist isiendless.

= J-"’ PU: The CPU, or central processing unit, is the brains of the

-':'-._ — computer. Most new Windows based programs use a Pentium

~ processor. New Macs use a different type of CPU called Power PC.
~  (CPU, or Central Processing Unit, is the brains of the computer)

e Disk Drive: Virtually all computers use to come with a disk drive
that can read and save information on portable diskettes, also called
floppy: disks. You can use floppy disks to save information or to load
new. software onto your computer (they cost extra now, everyone is
switching to portable USB flash drives).
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Compute

HardiDrive: ihe hard driveralso s called the hard disk. You'll
[PllocvlAN \/er see It because It is nestled inside your computer. It's
ENcemIpUters electronic filling cabinet, and it stores the computer's
orwmrm gisy stem), files, programs and documents.

steyboard: Just like a typewriter keyboard, this device is the
I_)_m_g- AWay. of iInputting data into many programs. ( keyboard is

-~ the ~pr|mary way. of inputting data into many programs)

f:Megahertz (MHz): This is the clock speed of the microprocessor.
— The higher the number, the quicker the information is processed.
MHz relates to how many millions of instructions can be processed
per second.



Computer T . ‘d}“"'

R .

MEmonRy: ThisHs the circuithy o device that helds information in an
eJeccrm{ OF magnetic fiorm. There is read- onlz memory (ROM),
WhlGHNSHRformation primarily stored on a disk, and random-access
MEMEIARAM), Which is chip-based! storage inside the computer.
Merrur\ i5itypically: measured in megabytes (MBs).

- Mode| 2l This mechanism connects a computer to a phone line so
Irifels Hation can be sent from one computer to another or the user

= S Canfaccess an on-line service or the Internet. In view of the

== == popularity of the Internet, a modem is now considered basic

5:%-- equipment and comes on practlcally all new computers. Most

- -~ modems come with fax capabilities.

8. Monitor: An output device that allows you to see what you are
doing. Most computers come with 14 or 15 inch monitors. This size
IS good for most people's needs. Larger 17 or 21 inch monitors also
are available, but may cost more.
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Mpthierboard: e motherboard'is the circuit board that
SVEIYING|in the computer plugs into. The CPU, RAM and cache all
PIUENIILEIthE motherboard.

Mouse:) The mouse is another Input device that makes getting
giOUnENN your computer easier. It is a handheld object that is good
for clojglef tasks such as moving and pointing to objects on the
T';rrw' gnd cani replace the function and control keys of the

_.4.4\ aj"

*'J-" Printer: A printer is an essential part of the computer if you want
5—— - f-a~hard copy. of your work. There are four types of printers on the
- market: mkIJet bubble jet and laser. Most inkjets and bubble jets

can print color and graphics, and a laser printer offers the best
resolution at the highest speed. There’s a new 3inl model which
prints, faxes and copies.

-
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RAMERGompPULErs save data n tWe ways: on the hard drive and in
ENEEMNEECESS Memory. or internal memory. New computer buyers
stigtle) leloe or'moedels with at least 256 MBs of RAM

SSEanner: A scanner is a useful accessory to have if you are
Wonking with lots of artwork or photos. This device can copy written

ECUMENtSs, pictures or photographs directly into your computer.

_JE}Q 8\are three types of scanners: handheld, hopper-feed and

= Tlatbed.

=80 nd Card This device allows your computer to reproduce

5"{2 — -mUSIC sounds and voices. Make sure you have a sound card if

- “you're planning to play multimedia games.

"o Video Card: The video card is the part of the computer that sends
the images to the monitor.



Warrar

o Loy for el COmMPpUtEs With & warral at covers manufacturing
SEfettsland other problems. Make sure you understand exactly what
EXcoverealunder the warranty. Most new computers are covered for
ZNEE di rJ SeIMme warranties include on-site: maintenance.

Vel Y/ faite ilers offer extended service agreements which, in essence,
[eglef rrr *e warranty. Whether or not you purchase an extended

SENRVI ce planiis up to you. Find out what is covered and weigh the
" ﬁ "’Of the warranty against the price of potential repairs.
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“Fr lrus Protectlon software

__,__J);yvvare Blocker

— —"-9' Printer

=

=
== ]
@

“USB Flash drive — 64MB
Regular Monitor
Surge Protector

Recommended Specificatic

- ==

scommenaec
Pentium 2.0 MHz CPU+
512 MB RAM
At least a 40 GB hard drive
DVD/CD-RW drive
MS XP Professional
56k Modem (Cable/DSL)
Free Virus Protection software
Spyware Blocker
3 in 1 Printer
USB Flash drive -256MB+
Flat Screen Monitor
Battery Backup/Surge Protector
USB Port Hub
Camera, cheap one
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IME comr)ur-n 'COMpPONENts are net going to jump out off their boxes,
SOMECtNEMSEIVES, plug intos the outlet and turn: itself on!

ANIGnmal assembly: time of two to three hours is needed to get a
HEW, _—‘perational. A first time owner might require double the
time.

— Iftr nsferrlng files/data/pictures from another computer, add at least
= anotherene to two hours.

_r- 0llow’ the instructions, don’t guess or think you know what wire
= :plugs Into something else

s Remember to check for all the upgrades for the software installed!

- & [fryou are planning to use the internet, have you selected a provider
and decided on phone, cable or DSL? It's nice if they is done before
the computer arrives.
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Protect Your Corngute
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2 (ol congle)l] _,e ST AR EXPENSIVE] PIECE Off EGUIPMENRL, SO pProtect It
HONTNPOWET S ;g s W|th d surge protector. A sur% protector will
PIGVWAaNlISE i It'gets hit by a rush of electricity, thus protecting your
corfl I)IJ"Eer - A

IRVGLHENSIT ?(a modem, be sure to get a surge protector with a

| eJagrun& Included.

DONL € pect your surge protector to safeguard your computer
“Jeellgs st a direct lightning strike.

= -_only sure protection against lightning strikes is to unplug your
— -computer and modem during a thunderstorm.

-
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IENIESIHIWAY tersafegliardltine dataren your computer (Including
SPhEne) isito back it up onto a disk (CD-ROM R/W. works nicely). If
yous faraldisk fails, at least it won't take all your software and
Iiehation With it-as long as you've backed them up. Make periodic
COPIESIBItNE Information on the hard disk.

li#5+also! mportant to protect your data from viruses. Anytime you
=={i5e a disk to install a new program, copy files or download a file
= fron *the Internet, you are susceptible to a computer virus.

T

__ = -It-s aigood idea to install a virus protection software program on
~  your computer that will review each new file and check for viruses.
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EditionRNs theWellEknown anti=Virls protection tool. AVG Erée s available

afgeito nome users for the life of the product!
JEEe //wv~ grlsoft com/doc/1
S| y O =ISERNCH & Destroy - Search your hard disk and registry for threats to your
z/ rmrl_r),; acy
LUOE/ANW] .safier-networking.org/en/index.html

OPEnOIi ge - An office suite package just like MS Office, only free. Can read and
sheaueVIS Offfice type files.

-_d-;-ﬂ;; bz //Www.openoffice.org/

_;_-J:.: leaner $Crap Cleaner) is a system-optimization tool that removes unused and
—— témporaw iles from: your system, allowing it to run faster and more efficiently, and
= g|vmg youlmore hard-disk space.

-~ — http://www.ccleaner.com/

o Prthe 2000 will print screens like the desktop, parts of a screen, or the active
window! from any application.

— http://www.webtree.ca/newlife/printkey_info.htm

o PicasPaC is software that helps you instantly find, edit and share all the pictures on
your

— http://www.picasa.com/index.php?tid=Y2NpZD0zNzQ4
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